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Osborne says Mizzou will air it out 


By Chris Hopfensperger 
First Down Reporter 


At Memorial Stadium today Nebraska fans finally will see all 
that passing they’ve been demanding, Coach Tom Osborne said. 

No Osborne has not given in, the Cornhuskers still think run 
first, pass second. But Missouri, the Huskers’ opponent, will pass, 
pass and then pass, 

Missouri’s offense is averaging 397 yards of total offense, with 
295 of it through the air, 

Quarterback Kent Kiefer is first in the Big Bight and eighth in 
the nation in both passing efficiency and total offense with 141.7 
rating points and 267.6 yards a game. 

“There'll be a lot of throwing,” Osborne said. “They go deep 
quite a bit. They’re not justa team that’s going to try to pick at you 
for five yards a down.” 

As most everyone knows, last weekend the Tigers lost their 
game to Colorado, 33-31, onacontroversial fifth-down touchdown 
play. Colorado was credited with a win even though it lost, but 
Buffaloes coach Bill McCartney thought it important to point out 
that the field conditions at Missouri’s Faurot Field on a bright, 
auiny day were pathetic. He said the field was slicksand unplay- 
able. 

Considering McCartney’s comments and the way the Tigers are 
playing these days — they beat then top 20 rated Arizona State two 
weeks ago — Osborne made this comment. 

“I would say that in view of the whole thing we may occasion- 
ally need five downs and we may need to do some things to the 
field,” he said facetiously. “We're thinking about using Vaseline 
or something to help our situation.” 

Seriously, though, Osborne said the Tigers won’t be intimidated 
by the Huskers’ high national ranking. 
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“They’ve certainly got to feel they played Colorado on even 
terms and probably could have or should have won the game,” he 


‘ said. “They probably won’t have any great trepidation about 


coming up here and playing us.” 

The Huskers, who lead the league and are second in the nation 
in passing defense, allowing only 412 passing yards their first five 
games, haven’t playeda team of Missouri's caliber in the offensive 
line, Osborne said. 

“Of the teams we've played so far they have the best pass 
protection,” he said. “We may have to go with some of our onside 
kick team in there because they may be the only guys that can get 
between their big guys. We have to get somebody to get through the 
holes.” 

Who may some of those players be? 

“Rightnow we have Kenny Walker, whois probably as good as 
we have ever had,” Osborne said. “Pat Engelbert is certainly better 
than most middle guards. He’s very quick. Joe Sims isa powerful 
pass rusher, but he’s capable of getting there, Then you've got guys 
like Mike Croel and Travis Hill who have great quickness. ¢ 

“There’s none of the first five that can’t put heal on you. 

Mickey Joseph will be the starter today. Mike Grant was the 
starter the last two games against Oregon State and Kansas State. 

Lastyear Nebraska crushed Missouri 50-7, holding the Tigers to 
265 yards of total offense. But, Osborne said, with Coach Bob Stull 
in his first season, Missouri was in a transition phase a year ago. 

“T can’t say they’ve changed a whole lot offensively,” he said. 
“They did all that last year, they’re just doing it better. 

“Tt’s just a matter of learning the system.” 
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Stull: NU defense best Tigers will see 


By John Adkisson 
First Down Reporter 


Missouri coach Bob Stull isn’t one for sour grapes. 

After losing to Colorado 33-31 last Saturday after a disputed 
“fifth down”, Stull took his team to the locker room, and told his 
players to put the loss behind them. 

Now a week later, Stull faces perhaps a more difficult task than 
swallowing last weekend’s loss: Getting his 2-3 Tigers motivated 
to face No. 7 Nebraska today. 

Stull said his team would be ready. 

“It’s no different than any other week,” he said. “We've just got 
to come up there and play good football.” 

Stull said he doesn’t think his team would be affected by last 
weekend's controversy. Instead, he said, the Tigers would have 
another opportunity to knock off a top-rated team. 

“Each week is a new opportunity, another crack at getting an 
upset,” Stull said. “There’s no doubt that last weekend is behind us 
now.” 

After losing two of its first three games to Texas Christian and 
Indiana, Missouri shocked then Top 20-rated Arizona State 30-9. 
And last week, the Tigers outplayed Colorado in almost every 
aspect of the game besides the score. 

Stull said the reason for the turnaround was simple. 

“We’ve been hanging on to the ball,” he said. “In our first 
couple of losses, we were dropping the ball, getting punts blocked. 
We’ ve turned that around.” 

Last season, Nebraska used turnovers and solid kicking game to 
blitz Missouri 50-7 in Columbia, Mo. The Huskers blocked two 
first-quarter punts and led 26-0 after one period. 

Stull promised a better effort from Missouri this year. 

“We can’t go outand give them a bunch of mistakes like we did 


last year,” he said. “We found out the hard way that you can’t do 
that with a team like Nebraska.” 

Missouriis led by senior quarterback Kent Kiefer, who leads the 
Big Eight in total offense with a 267-yards a game. Kiefer also is 
at the top of league in passing efficiency, completing 64 percent of 
his passes. Stull said Kiefer would have to pass well for Missouri 
to defeat Nebraska. ; . 

“We have to get the ball out to our wide receivers,” he said. 
“That'll be the key to the game.” . 

Keeping Nebraska’s defense away from Kiefer also would be 
important, Stull said. 

“Our pass protection has really improved over the last two 
games,” Stull said. “We’ll need to keep that up against Nebraska.” 

Stull pointed out that Nebraska’s defense would be the best the 
Tigers would see this season. He praised Husker defensive end 
Kenny Walker and cornerback Bruce Pickens. 

“Kenny Walker is an outstanding pass rusher, mainly because of 
his breakneck speed,” Stull said. “And Pickens is the best coverage 
man in the Big Eight.” 

Stull is concerned about playing in front of a sell-out crowd at 
Memorial Stadium. Stull said the crowd at Indiana was the major 
factor in the Tigers’ 58-7 loss to the Hoosiers. 

“We're learning more and more about playing in front of 
crowds,” Stull said. “Earlier, we concerned ourselves about not 
making mistakes. We’re trying to overcome that.” : 

The game will be Stull’s first as a coach in Memorial Stadium, 
although he played here for Kansas State. 

He was looking forward to returning. 

“Tt’s going to be fun,” Stull said. “I don’t have too many good 
memories of that place, but hopefully Saturday I’ll leave with 
some,” 


TO YOUR SATURDAY LINEUP. 


It’s easy. Just join us for thoroughbred horse racing after 
the game. State Fair Park is just a few blocks away. 
There’s plenty of parking and even more fun and 
excitement, Post time is 6 p.m.; so when the action is 
over at the stadium, it’s just beginning at the track. 
General admission is just $1. And what's more, your 
football ticket stub is worth half off on a comfortable 


reserved seat in our clubhouse* Have a cocktail and 
dinner while you cheer your favorites home. Keep the 
‘excitement of game day running well into the night. 
Come out to the track, and continue a fine Nebraska 
tradition—winning! i Post Time is: 6 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and 2 p.m. Sundays. 


*While reserved seating is available. 


STATE FAIR RACES / LINCOLN / Sept. 14 - Nov. 18 
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Alberts learning from the best 


By Chris Hopfensperger 
First Down Reporter 


Redshirt freshman Trev Alberts knows he is playing second 
fiddle to a superstar. 

“Kenny Walker is the best pass rusher in the nation,” Alberts 
said. “To go in for him is unbelievable.” 

Alberts goes in for Walker in the Cornhusker defense’s dime 
package. Against teams that do a lot of passing, Alberts usually 
gets a lot of playing time. He got a lot of minutes against Oregon 
State and Kansas State. 

“T was really pleased to play that much,” Alberts said. “I just 
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thought I'd get in.” 

When he goes out, he often gets advice. 

“When I come off, Kenny tells me what I’m doing wrong,” 
Alberts said. “I’m learning from the best and I’ve got a long way 
to go, believe me.” 

Against Oregon State, Alberts missed an open field tackle. In 
the second half, Oregon State tailback Reggie Pitchford ran around 
the left end. Alberts managed to chase him down behind the line, 
but Pitchford slipped away for a six yard gain. 

Guess what. Advice. 

“I came off and Kenny told me what I did wrong,” Alberts said. 
“T took the wrong angle.” 

Walker knows he can be an influence to younger players like 
Alberts. 

“We talk about a lot of things on the sideline, because I’m a 
senior and maybe a role model,” Walker said. “I appreciate the 
opportunity to help him and help him understand what’s going on 
in the game. 

“If I get hurt, then he can be the hero for me.” 

Mostly passing offenses give Alberts a chance to play some- 
thing more than the mop-up role at his usual position, outside 
linebacker. 

Alberts said he likes the break from the rigorous system and 
tules of linebacker, since he’s a lineman in Nebraska’s pass 
defense. 

“Tm in the three-point (stance), and I’m rushing,” he said. “It’s 
not too hard to learn, not too many techniques.” 


Ai Schaben/First Down 


Trev Alberts (34) and David White celebrate after a 
sack. The more teams pass, the more Alberts plays. 


Saturday, October 13,1990 First Down Magazine Page 5 


I-backs crowded, but the Flowers the man 


George Achola and Leodis Flowers have'saved Tom Osborne a 
lot of grief. 

They have kept Derek Brown from becoming “The I-Back Who 
Should Be Starting.” 

“The I-Back Who Should Be Starting” is that one great runner 
who comes in as a freshman or sophomore and wins the hearts of 
the fans. 

He’s very talented and highly touted, inexperienced and often 
flashy, usually having one standout skill. But he’s low in Ne- 
braska’s depth chart. When he does get in the game, he runs against 
the opponents’ worn-out, second-string defense, so he breaks huge 
runs and looks wonderful. 

Because of his potential and his success in blow-outs, he dwarfs 
the’less-flashy starter and becomes “The I-Back Who Should Be 
Starting.” , 

Thatcould have been Derek Brown. Brown, a freshman from La 
Habra, Calif., entered late in the Northern Illinois game. He dove 
over for a one-yard touch- 
down on his first career 
carry. Two attempts later, he 
busted a 59-yard touchdown 
Paul nun, 

i rown started against 
Domeier Minnesota because Flowers 
; and second-string I-back 
es SCO Baldwin were injured. 
He gained 120 yards on 21 carries. He scored two more touch- 
downs. A Parade high school All-American, Brown was on the 
verge of creating some I-back controversy. 

Achola saved the day. Achola, the fourth-string I-back, gained 
123 yards in 16 carries. 

No one is going to suggest that Achola, a junior who was never 
expected to be Mike Rozier, should be starting. And Brown can’t 
be “The I-Back Who Should Be Starting” when he gets out-gained 
by the fourth-string back. 

Osborne and running backs coach Frank Solich were saved the 
trouble of having to explain constantly that yes, Brown is an 
excellent back with tremendous potential, but no, he’s not going to 
start because Flowers is also an excellent back with more experi- 
ence. 

Flowers completed the rescue against Oregon State and Kansas 
State. The junior from Omaha Central returned after missing one 
game with a knee injury to gain 151 yards on 16 carries against the 
Beavers. Against the Wildcats, he added 112 yards on 16 carries. 

In the two games, Brown rushed eight times for 39 yards. 

Flowers leads the team in rushing with 427 yards. Brown has 
231 yards, Baldwin 167 and Achola 143. 

Flowers, a Parade All-American himself, is very susceptible to 
being overtaken by a flashy sub, too. He’s not an imposing power 
runner like Baldwin, 6-foot-1 and 200 (?) pounds. He’s not super- 
slippery, like Brown, 5-10 and 175. 

Flowers, 5-11 and 200, is sort of in between. He’s fast, but 
doesn’t look that quick. Against Oregon State and Kansas State, 
though, he ran hard, ran well and hit holes that only a junior or 
senior can hit, 

Ken Clark was the same type of runner. As a junior in 1988, 
Clark was threatened by Nebraska’s last “The I-Back Who Should 
Be Starting,” sophomore Terry Rodgers, a slippery type similar to 
Brown. Clark went on to gain 1,497 yards for the season, 3,037 for 
his career. 

Flowers will easily pass 1,000 yards this year ifhe stayshealthy. 
That will put him in Nebraska’s career top 20. Already he’s 30th, 
with 1,122 career yards. 

In 1991, however, the starter’s role will be fair game again. 
Osborne and Solich will have five great backs to shuffle. 

Flowers is a junior, Baldwin is a sophomore, Brown is a 
freshman, Achola is a junior and Calvin Jones, high school All- 
American No. 3, is a redshirting freshman. 


Next year the position will be just as crowded, plus one. In 
August 1991, all five will have at least one fall and one spring of 
experience. : : 

If Brown improves on his already-impressive performances, 
he’ll probably move up one or two spots. He has the potential to 
threaten Rozier’s Cornhusker career-rushing record. 

But that’s only after more time and improvement. Brown needs 
a spring to fit fully into the offense. Right now, Leodis Flowers is 
Nebraska’s best J-back and he should be, and is, the starter. 


Domeier is a senior news-editorial major and First Down Co-editor from 
Sutton. 
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Al Schaben 


Nebraska football players Mike Croel (left) Curtis Cotton and Kenny Walker pose with their detailed art work. 


Croel’s painting is titled “Secret”, Cotton 


s sculpture is titled “Power” and Walker’s drawing is untitled. 


Football beasts are majoring in beauty 


By Cory Golden 


First Down Reporter 


They are like any of the other 162 Uni- 
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln art majors 
except .. . they’re bigger, stronger and 
faster than the average artist. And on fall 
Saturdays they make opposing football 
players into bright splotches on the green 
Memorial Stadium canvas. 

Artists Curtis Cotton, Mike Croel and 
Kenny Walker moonlight on the Corn- 
huskers’ defense. 

Big they certainly are. Very big. 

Cotton, a 6-foot 1-inch, 210-pound jun- 
ior and second string strong safety, was the 
first underclassmen to be chosen as Lifter- 
of-the-Year since 1981. 

Croel, a senior outside linebacker at 6-3, 
225 pounds, was a second team All-Big 
Eight Conference selection last season. 

Walker, a senior defensive tackle at 6-4, 
240 pounds overcame a struggle to find a 
position right for him because of his deaf- 
ness. : 

They are art majors, though, despite 
people scratching their heads at the idea of 
huge weekend brutes delicately dabbing a 
paint brush on a canvas, sketching a line or 
carefully molding clay shapes. _ 

Walker's interpreter Mimi Mann, who 
helps conduct his interviews, sights herself 
as an example. 

“T was fascinated when I first saw him 
draw as a sophomore,” she said. “Watching 
those great big hands doing such tiny little 
artwork. He gave me this drawing in India 


ink of a twig. 
“It was amazing the opposites, those 
great big hands doing such fine work.” 


Football players can’t be artists 

Croel shrugged his shoulders when 
asked about the seeming stereotype that 
football players can’t be artistic. 

“TY don’t know why that is,” he said. 
“Somebody should give me some feed- 
back. From what I’ve heard, people don’t 
expectus to be art majors. It’s just some sort 
of weird rule set by society, I guess.” 

Mann said small children often giggle 
when Walker tells them he is an art major at 
college and not just a football player. They 
must imagine him sitting around finger 
painting, she said. 

Adults, too, react strangely. 

“And believe it or not, he’s an art 
major,” ESPN announcer Roy Franklin 
reported to his television audience after 
Croel thumped a ball handler to the turf 


during Nebraska’s 13-0 victory over Bay- 


lor. 


“It’s hard for me to see a contradiction 
because I’m in that category,” Croel said. “1 
think everybody’s.an artist at what they do 
in a sense. Looking at it from another per- 
son’s view, I still don’t know why it should 
be so strange because, you know, it’s the 
90’s and everything’s messed up anyway.” 

Cotton said other stereotypes might be 
the reason for the wide-eyed, baffled looks 
he gets. 

“A lot of people probably think I’m in art 


because it’s easy,” he said, “Once I show 
them my work, they usually understand.” 


Artists before Husker football players 

All three started in art before ever be- 
coming starters, or even members, on the 
Nebraska football team. 

A young Mike’Croel sat beside his 
mother in Sudbury, Mass., and “played in 
the paints” while his mother painted, he 
said. He has drawn and painted ever since. 

Cotton, originally from Omaha, has also 
been artistically inclined as long as he can 
remember. 

“That’s been since I was a little shorty, 
way back,” he said. “I’ve always liked art. 
I used to draw out of comic books and stuff 
like that.” 

Walker said he startéd drawing in his 
Crane, Texas, high school and chose it as 
a major over architecture when he came to 
college. Meanwhile, Cotton, who only 
doodled for himself, avoided art classes 
until deciding that’s what he wanted to do 
last fall. 

Croel said he picked art because — and 
this may surprise Nebraska coaches who’ ve 
watched him block four kicks in his career 
— itis all he is really good at. 

“Art I would do every day if I could,” he 
said, “I picked art as a major right off, I 
never really even took anything else into 
consideration.” 

Unable to hear since a fever at age 2, 
Walker said he was naturally compelled by 
art. 


See ART on 7 
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Art 


Continued from Page 6 


“A deaf person approaches things more 
visually,” he said. “I have a language of 
sign that’s visual and you see pictures, too. 
I can find ideas with my eyes. It’s kind of a 
complex thing, but I know I’m a visual 
person.” 


Croel’s art a stain remover 

Walker said he his enticed by all kinds of 
art from metal work to the oil paintings of 
ranch scenes he saw in Texas to splatter 
painting. 

Cotton, on the other hand, doesn’t go for 
modern art at all. 

“T like realistic,” he said, then shook his 
head, “Mike likes that abstract stuff.” 

Croel eagerly agreed. 

“I’m a crazy person, | stick with the 
abstract,” he said. “Fora lotofmy work, I'll 
take two or three things I like and blend 
them together.” 

Croel’s paintings are in demand from his 
teammates, he said. 

“Everybody wants me to make some 
kind of wall piece so they can put it in their 
house and cover up their stains,” he said, 
adding that he may hold an art show of his 
work at the end of the season. Compliments 
motivate him, he said. 

Attention also attracts Cotton, who last 
year sported a tall, spiked “high top” hair 
cut with his name shaved in back. This year 
he changed to a more regular cut with a 
blonde streak. 

To Cotton being an individual is impor- 
tant. It’s not so much being different as 
being himself, he said, and artis part of that. 


Walker’s trash art 
Walker, who admits that he never used 
to mention to those he met that he even 
played football, is more shy about his work. 
Even now, when he has been interviewed 
by the likes of Sports Illustrated and the 
New York Times, he stays private about his 


“I’m my worst critic,” he said. “It 
doesn’t matter what the professor gives me, 
I grade myself. Sometimes I think it should 
be lower. I ask my professors to give me a 
little harder challenge.” 

Most understand, he said, though they 
usually don’t like his habit of sending fin- 
ished work to the trash can. 

“T look back at things I’ve done and 
don’ tlike it,” he said. “I’drather doitagain. 
I’m supposed to have a portfolio but I goof 
up so often I throw most things away.” 


Football easier than art 

Often plagued by sore hands from the 
turf, Walker has found drawing difficult at 
times. But, he said he has always tried — 
mentally at least — to keep “football time” 
and “art time” separate. 

Croel has difficulty keeping the game 
out of mind during class, but does not let 
one passion mix with another on his palette. 


quarterbacks. 


“I keep football super far away from my 
art,” he said, explaining he wouldn’t know 
how to mix the two. 

Cotton, whose new-found love is sculp- 
ture, said he tried to use the emotions from 
a game in a painting. P 

“When I do that it gets kind of abstract,” 
he said, “there are a lot of colors, a lot of 
things going on. I don’t really like it.” 

All three agree art is more difficult than 
football and, these men who so easily can 
toss around men-of their size, admittedly 
have often walked away from their art work 
in frustration or because it is too taxing. 

There is a split, though, when the ques- 
tion of choosing art or the Huskers is posed. 

Croel said he wouldn’t want to make the 
choice; but, for the long haul, he would 
choose art because his playing days: will 
eventually end. Walker said his education 
as a whole, not just art, is his priority. 

“IT enjoy football more,” Cotton dis- 
agreed. “Well, game day I like football 
more — practice gets kind of boring.” 

Being an artist can alleviate the bore- 
dom and cut through the pressure associ- 
ated with being on a top-ranked football 
team. 


Who’s the joker? 
Croel said he often draws cartoons of 
players. 


i 


hichelie Pauima 
When Mike Croel (88) isn’t doing his art work he’s usually drawing in on 


Anexample, he said, was the day sopho- 
more Vernon Powell was greeted by a pic- 
ture of himself in the locker room depicting 
the time he collided with the goal post in 
practice. 

Another time, outside linebackers coach 
Tony Samuel walked into an afternoon 
meeting last year to find a caricature of 
himself in a dress on the chalk board. 


“T think I just laughed,” Samuel said, 
trying to remember his reaction. “It was 
very good. The face, the eyes, looked just 
like mine.” 

Samuel spun to face the possible culprits 
among the laughing football players. 


“That was when Kenny was an outside 
linebacker, too. It had to be him or Mike, 
they were our resident artists,” he said. 


Samuel fingered Croel, known for his 
practical jokes (on the day of his interview 
Croel proudly announced he had put Vase- 
line in Cotton’s chin strap). 

“Every time something happens — no 
matter what itis, if people get a joke played 
on them, they’re gonna’ blame me first,” 
Croel said shaking his head. “They just 
assume that I did it, no questions asked.” 

Walker recalled the caricature of 
Samuel incident well. Why? 

Walker smiled, “He picked the wrong’ 
one.” 
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Welcome Football Fans... stop in York County and enjoy our 
hospitality and be less than an hour’s drive from the game. 
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Kiefer: NU’s pass rush no match to Colorado’s 


By John Adkisson 
First Down Reporter 


Kent Kiefer is ready for something good 
to happen. 

Kiefer, the quarterback for 2-3 Missouri, 
last week saw his team lose on a controver- 
sial “fifth-down” call to Colorado, and two 
weeks before that game his team lost 58-7 
at Indiana. 

Today Missouri plays No. 7 Nebraska. 
Despite the odds facing the Tigers, Kiefer 
said it can’t get any worse. 

“We've been to the bottom, believe 
me,” Kiefer said. “Things are only going to 
get better.” 

Kiefer said last weekend’s controversial 
loss to Colorado was the most emotional 
game he ever played in. Even on fifth down, 
Kiefer said it looked like the Tiger defense 
kept Colorado from crossing the goal line. 
He said the official’s delayed touchdown 
call was devastating. 

“T went running out on the field like a 


“Dad-gummit!!” 


crazy man,” Kiefer recalled. “And then the 
ref signaled a touchdown for them. I’ve 
never gone from one extreme to the other so 
quick.” 

A large part of Missouri’s success last 
week was.an improved passing attack. The 
Tigers’ 326 passing yards against the Buf- 
faloes ranks as the fifth-best total in school 
history. Kiefer leads the Big Eight in total 
offense, averaging 268 yards per game. 

“T’m really happy that I’m doing that 
well,” Kiefer said. “It’s a reflection on how 
much the team and I have improved.” 

Kiefer says, because of experience, his 
on-field decision making has improved 100 
percent this season. 

“When I look at last year’s films, I can’t 
believe how confused I looked on the 
field,” Kiefer said. “It seems like I’ve got 
my head in the game a lot more this year.” 

Last year, Missouri struggled to a 2-9 
record, and lost to Nebraska 50-7 in Colum- 
bia, Mo. Kiefer said the Tigers, appear to be 
turning things around. 


“This program is on the upswing,” 
Kiefer said. “We’ re just going out and play- 
ing relaxed football.” 

Despite saying Nebraska has the best 
overall defense he will see all season, 
Kiefer does not believe the Huskers’ pass 
rush can match that of Colorado’s. 

“T ast week, with (linebackers) Kanavis 
McGhee and Alfred Williams coming at 
me, it was like having two Lawrence Tay- 
lors staring you in the face.” Kiefer said. 

A key to today’s game, Kiefer said, 
would be not forcing the football when 
receivers aren't open. 

“Nebraska will put their best people on 
you and say “Take your best shot,” Kiefer 
said. “I’ve just got to be smart enough to 
throw it away when there’s nobody there.” 

Kiefer said the Tigers plan to use the 
pass to open up the run, He said big plays 
also are part of the plan. 

“J might get sacked on one play,” he 
said, “Butour goal is to surprise them on the 
next one.” 


Fahleson/First Down 


Oregon State kick returner Dwayne Owens tumbled Coach Tom Osborne on the sidelines two weeks ago. “That 
was just about the best hit I’ve ever taken,” Osborne said. “And the dad-gum kicker got me.” 
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The life and times of Charlie McBride 


Shaun Sartin/First Down 


Coach Charlie McBride stares down a player. “In the beginning | treated 
them (players) all the same — rotten,” McBride said with a laugh. 


By Cory Golden 
First Down Reporter 


It would seem few things have changed 
about Cornhusker defensive coordinator 
and line coach Charlie McBride. 

Take the famous sweat shirt, which is 
almost as constant as the combed back 
silver hair and glasses. 

McBride wears the same gray Nebraska 
football sweat shirt to practice, has it 
washed, and wears it again the next day. 
Day after day: 

During games, he wears it on the Husker 
sidelines as McBride calls defenses— even 
in 100 plus degree heat, so players can pick 
him out of the crowd of red. 

There was a time when even the sweat 
shirt wasn’t part of the McBride style. It’s 
just another trick he picked up along his 27- 
year career. 

McBride, in his 14th year as line coach 
and eighth as defensive coordinator, began 
his football career as a prep All-American 
in football and baseball at Chicago’s Mor- 
gan Park High School. 

He was an All-Big Eight end and punter 
for Colorado, earning his degree in 1962, 
and then went on to play one year for the 
Denver Broncos. 

McBridereturned to Boulder, Colo.,asa 
graduate assistant before accepting a head 
coaching position at Fenger High School in 
Chicago. He moved on to coach offensive 
lines at Arizona State for three years and 
Wisconsin fof’six. 

McBride was named defensive coordi- 
nator and line coach his last year at Wiscon- 
sin. He came to Nebraska in 1977. 


Tamed down over the years 

McBride has changed greatly. 

“Tn the beginning I treated them (play- 
ers) all the same — rotten,” he laughed, 
explaining his recklessness. 

“IT was kind of a wild guy, always 
hollerin’ and screaming,” McBride said. 
“Up to eight or 10 years ago, I’d throw up 
before every game. I was so wound up, I got 
sick.” 

The years have produced a more sub- 
dued style. He has learned to individualize 
his coaching. 

“I’m more understanding now,” he said. 
“Every player is as different as his face. 
Some kids can’t be hollered at, others notin 
front of their teammates. Some even love it 
— they like to be hollered at, it gets them 
motivated.” 

McBride says he always has liked to 
keep pressure on his players, but now does 
more than yell. 

“T don’t want them to feel like I’m on 
their rear ends all the time and make them 
afraid to come and ask questions,” he said. 
“Butif you don’t put pressure on them, they 
won’t get any better. 


See McBRIDE on 13 


REPEAL the higwest tax increase 


in Nebraska history... 
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To find out what LB 1059 has done to YOUR taxes 
call Toll Free 1-800-827-1059 


McBride 


Continued from Page 11 


“T think if you’re willing to go after the 
kids hard and discipline them, you’ve 
also got to be willing to hug their necks, 
too.” 


Games when McBride’s baffled 

As for game day, there is little time for 
discipline on the sideline, he said. 

“The hardest part is not losing control 
of your emotions when something goes 
wrong,’ McBride said, “I’m sort of a hot 
head, but I’ve learned to control it. You 
just go over and correct the problem. 

“Sometimes during the game I don’t 
even know who’s around, I don’t even 
hear the crowd. I’m ina different world 
thinking about the next play and the game 
seems to only last 15 minutes.” 

Other times, the agony drags on and 
on. 
“Some teams you get a feel for as the 
game goes on,” he said. “Some teams, 
boy, you’re confused, guessing, trying to 
scramble. I’ve been in games where I’ve 
been totally confused.” 

McBride’s fear of being fooled by an 
opposing team’s offensive scheme drives 
him to spend countless hours preparing 
and enforcing thorough repetition in 
practice, he said. 

The usual result is the calm of having 
the game in control. His defense led the 
nation in total defense and scoring de- 
fense in 1984, and has led the Big Eight in 
total defense the last two years. 


Criticize coaches, not players 
Suill, there have been the disappoint- 
ments, 
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In the 1990 Fiesta Bowl, for example, 
the Huskers were drilled 41-17 by Florida 
State. 

It was just “one of those games,” 
McBride said. One where most every- 
thing went wrong, but not because of the 
players, he said. 

“T think we put in too many new de- 
fenses, tried to do too much,” he said. “I 
don’t think Florida State was that much 
better, we just had a bad day. We gave the 
players too much to think about and they 
couldn’t just go by their instincts.” 

Followers criticized the defense — 
players and coaches. Some pointed to the 
exit door for McBride. Still, while upset 
by the loss, he said the blame placed on 
the players stung the most. 

“T’m willing to take the heat,” 
McBride said, “blame it on the defensive 
coordinator, but not these 18 to 23 year- 
old young men. 

“IT understand how the fans feel. I 
watch games and get mad, too. I’m not 
going to make excuses and try and make 
it softer somehow, thal isn’t going to do 
it.” 

Getting stomped on a regular basis by 
the likes of Michigan and Ohio State 
while at Wisconsin, conditioned 
McBride. While not liking a loss of any 
sort, “I can handle it,” he said. 


Relationship with players important 
Through the years, McBride’s biggest 
gain from his work at Nebraska hasn’t 
been job offers. He has had them. Pro 
teams like Seattle, Green Bay, Pittsburgh 
and Dallas have come calling. McBride 


wasn’t interested, 

No, what he said he gained are friends 
in his players. 

“T fish with them, I hang around with 
them and our families spend time to- 
gether,” he said. 

McBride keeps in touch with his for- 
mer charges, paying particular attention 
to some. While claiming “about a 95 
percent graduation” rate among his play- 
ers, McBride said he still chases the other 
five percent. 

The hunt is on to drag former All- 
Americans Neil Smith and Danny 
Noonan back to school to earn degrees. 

“I’m on their rear ends like Jack the 
Bear,” he laughed. “They want to hear 
from me like a hole in the head during the 
season, but I think they’re both going to 
go back.” 

McBride said he has watched several 
of his former players go from the top of 
the pro mountain then tumble to the bot- 
tom after injuries. 

“They can never take a degree away 
from you,” he said. “And I never want 
anyone to say I didn’t tell them so.” 


There is no place like Nebraska 

McBride has no regrets about staying 
with Nebraska and has no interest in leav- 
ing, he said. His wife Deborah Anne apd 
his three sons have always liked Lincoln, 
and so has the coach, he said. The couple 
has two grandchildren. 

“You never know what might hap- 

n,” he said, “but I’m not looking. I’d 
ove to stay, I’d be more than happy to. 

“This is home to me.” 


Another Spachman, another Noonan 


By Todd Cooper 


First Down Reporter 


When defensive tackles David Noonan and Scott Spachman 
combined for a stop in the Nebraska junior varsity’s season opener 
Sept. 7, at Memorial Stadium, the 1,612 fans attending may of had 
visions of the past. 

Their brothers — Danny Noonan and Chris Spachman — 
regularly combined for tackles four years ago when Danny was 
rane All-America and Chris All-Big Eight their senior years 
in , 

The younger Noonan and Spachman never gave their eventual 
teaming for a stop much thought. 

“1 didn’teven think about it until I heard the P.A. announcer say, 
“Noonan and Spachman on the tackle’,”’ Spachman said. 

Noonan never heard it. 

“T didn’t realize it until when we came out after the series,” he 
said. “Somebody said they announced our names on the tackle and 
that it was like deja vu’. I thought it was kind of funny.” 

Not so amusing has been the expectations associated with being 
brothers of former Huskers who left an impression four years ago. 

“There’s a lot of pressure,” said Spachman, who walked on this 
year. “There’s alittle more because everyone talks about me living 
up to what Chris did.” 


Buthe added that he puts most of the pressure on himself, which 
is one of the reasons he chose to wear Chris’ old number— No. 76. 
“T thought it would kind of carry on the tradition,” he said. 
Noonan doesn’t let tradition or references made to him about 
Danny, who is now with the Dallas Cowboys, bother him, he said. 
“J don’t pay much attention to them,” Noonan said. “I base my 
goals on my ability notabout what Danny did. 
“T mean I don’t say, "Well, Danny started as a junior or he was 
an All-American as a Senior so I have to be those, too.”” 
Noonan, No. 62, does realize, though, that he and Danny "sstyle 
of play are similar. That may be where the comparisons arise. 
“He’s a lot stronger than me, but as far as our styles are 
concerned we’ re both similar... we’re both pretty much power and 
strength players,” he said. ’ 
Nebraska loses a lot of power and strength next year, with three 
left tackles — Joe Sims, LeAndre Anderson and Paul Brungardt — 
using up their eligibility after this season. ya : 
Noonan, a 1989 scholarship recruit, was with the junior varsity 
team to get some game experience after sitting oul last season as a 
redshirt. He has since moved to No. 3 on the Huskers’ depth chart 
al right tackle behind Kenny Walker and junior Brian Brown. . 
“T hope I really get a lot of playing time this season,” he said. “I 
just want to get better every week so next year I'll be playing well 
and contributing.” 
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Sims finally enters race for most sacks 


By Paul Domeier 
First Down Co-editor 


Joe Sims won the fifth heat in the Race to the Quarterback. 

Sims, the starting left defensive tackle for Nebraska, had eight 
tackles and three quarterback sacks last Saturday as the 5-0 
Cornhuskers beat Kansas State 45-8. That doubled the season 
tackle total for the senior from Sudbury, Mass. 

And with those sacks, his first of the season, he’s back in 
contention for a goal he said he and middle guard Pat Engelbert 
have set: Beat Kenny Walker in sacks. 

For Sims, 6-foot-3 and 280 pounds, that isn’t the easiest job. For 
one thing, he missed the second heat of the competition, the 
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Northern Illinois game, because of an injured knee. 

Secondly, the 240-pound Walker and 250-pound Engelbert are 
known for their quickness and pass rushing ability. 

Sims is known for his size. He peaked out at about 305 pounds 
last year, he said. This season, he has kept his weight down. He said 
he would like to lose another five pounds. 

Against Kansas State, a couple of new pass rushing stunts freed 
Sims for some early pressure. He sacked quarterback Paul Watson 
for a two-yard loss on Kansas State’s first play. He stopped the 
Wildcats with consecutive six-yard sacks on Kansas State’s next 
drive. 

Walker, the right tackle, took part in two sacks, giving him six 
for the season. Engelbert has three sacks but was shut out last 
Saturday. 

Not only have Walker and Engelbert been winning the Race to 
the Quarterback, they’ ve also been winning the Race for Publicity. 

“That doesn’t even phase me,” Sims said. “I love those guys a 
lot. More power to them.” 

But after last Saturday, Sims is leading all other defensive 
linemen in interceptions. He snared the first pass of his career in the 
third quarter. Outside linebacker Travis Hill pressured Wildcat 
quarterback Carl Straw and batted the pass straight up into the air. 

The ball fell right to Sims. 

“I was amazed. I almost forgot what to do,” said Sims, an all- 
state split end in high school. “I just grabbed the ball and ran with 
it.” 

Sims was pulled down at the Kansas State 31-yard line, seven 
yards away from where he caught the ball. Nebraska scored two 
plays later. 
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Nebraska Cornhuskers 


No. Players Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl 
1 Mike Grant QB 6-2 210 Jr. 33 Tyrone Hughes WB 5-9 175 So. | 69 Dave Jensen OG 6-5 275 So 
2 MickeyJoseph QB 5-11 180 Jr. 34 Trev Alberts OLB 64 220 Fr. 70 JamieLiewer DT 6-5 260 So 
3. Tom Wemer WB 5-9 170 So. | 35 Scott Kurtz ILB 5-11 220 Sr. 72 John Clarke DT 62 250 Jr 
3 Tyrone Legette CB 5-9 180 Jr. 37 RobertGlantz FB 5-11 220 Jr. 72 JohnParrella DT 6-4 275 So 
4 George Achola IB 5-11 195 Jr. 36 BrianPollard S 5-10 190 Jr, 73 Steve Engsttom OT 6-3 290 Sr 
5 TahaunLewis CB 5-11 170 Sr. 38 Bruce Pickens CB 5-11 190 Sr.. | 74 ScottPeterson OG 6-4 240 So 
6 Brad Devall WB 5-9 180 Sr. | 40 Pat Tyrance ILB 6-2 240 Sr. | 75 Will Shields OG 6-2 260 So 
8 Tyrone Byrd FS 5-11 165 So. | 41 Tim Johnk FB 5-10 215 Jr. 76 BrianBoerboom OT 6-7 285 Jr. 
9 RobertHicks CB 5-10 185 Sr. | 44 GreggBarrios “K 5-8 170 Sr. | 77 TerryEyman OT 6-6 265 Sr 
10 KeithenMcCant QB 6-2 205 Jr. 45 Jon Crippen CB 5-10 170 Sr. 78 Tom Punt OT 6-8 285 Sr 
11 Mark Dowse SE 6-0 180 Jr. 46 BrianMohnsen ILB 6-3 240 Jr. 80 ChrisGarrett TE 6-3 240 Jr 
12 Jerry Dunlap QB 5-11 195 Sr. 47 Mike Stigge P 6-1 185 So. | 81 LanceBobola WB 5-10 170 Sr 
13. ByronBennett P-K 5-11 180 Fr. 48 Mike Anderson ILB 6-1 230 Fr. 82 Dan Pleasant SE 5-9 175 Jr 
14 Jeff Lang K 5-9 175 Fr. | 49 Paul Wightman ILB 6-1 220 So. | 83 Mike Vedral TE 6-3 225 So 
15 Tom Haase QB 6-0 180 Jr. 51 Brent Pick OT 6-5 265 Sr. 84 Rick Wendland OLB 6-1 215 Sr 
16 Vernon Powell SE 5-10 160 So. | 52 MattPenland LB 6-0 220 So. | 85 DarylLeise TE 62 230 Jr. 
17 ReggieCooper SS 6-3 210 Sr. 53 Bill Ziegelbein C 6-5 240 Jr. 86 Johnny Mitchell TE 6-5 250 Fr. 
18 Jon Bostick SE 6-2 185 Ir. 54 Troy Branch ILB 62 220 Fr. 86 J.Spitzenberger OLB 6-1 220 Sr. 
19 Keith Mackell SE 5-10 160 Sr. | 55 TerrisChomey C 6-1 250 So. | 87 Dan Svehla OLB 6-0 230 Sr. 
21 WillThomas SS 6-0 175 Kk. 56 Joe Sims DT 6-3 280 Sr, | 88 Mike Croel OLB 6-3 225 Sr. 
22 Nate Turner WB 6-2 225 Jr. 57 Kenny Walker DT 6-4 240 Sr 89 W.Washington TE 6-2 245 So. 
23 Leodis Flowers IB 5-11 200 Jr. 58 David Edeal Cc 6-2 260 Sr. 90 L. Anderson DT 6-4 260 Sr. 
24 CurtisCotton SS 6-1 210 Jr. 59 Ray Riefenrah OT 6-5 290 Jr. 91 Andy Zacharias ILB 6-1 230 NJr. 
25 Omar Soto FEY (5-11 2200 ir: 61 EnkWiegert OG 6-4 270 Jr. 93 Travis Hill OLB 6-2 225 So. 
26 Lance Lewis FB 6-0 205 So. | 62 DavidNoonan MG 6-3 260 Fr. | 94 Brian Brown DT 6-6 260 Jr. 
27 DerekBrown IB 5-10 175 Fr. 63 Greg Koellner MG 6-3 280 Jr. 95 Paul Brungardt DT 6-7 260 Sr. 
28 EricAnderson CB 5-8 175 Sr. 64 Chris Zyzda OG 62 255 So. | 96 David White OLB 6-2 225 So 
29 ScottBaldwin IB 6-1 200 So. | 65 Jeff Chaney OG 6-2 250 Jr. 97 PatEngelbert MG 6-2 250 Jr 
31 SteveCarmer FS 6-1 205 Jr, 66 Jim Wanek OG 6-1 245 Sr. 98 Mike Jefferson MG 6-2 280 Fr. 
32 Lamont White WB 5-9 175 Jr. 67 Jim Scott Cc 6-2 245 So. | 99 Mike Petko ILB 6-2 230 Jr. 


No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl 
1 Skip Leach WR 5-9 169 Jr. 34 TravisCondict LB 6-1 215 So. | 67 JimRusso DT 5-10 262 Jr. 
2  VictorBailey WR 6-4 191 So. | 35 Mike Schlef FB 5-11 198 So. | 68 KenChristensen OG 6-5 262 Sr 
3 Jeff Jacke K 6-0 185 So. | 36 MarcePedroti LB 6-4 210 Fr. 69 MattBurgess C 6-2 263 Fr 
4  Linzy Collins WR 6-2 182 Sr. | 38 M.Washington FB 6-2 235 Fr. | 70 Tim Burke DT 6-2 261 So 
5 Tony VanZant TB 6-1 203 Jr. 39 Tom White FS 60 195 Jr. 71 TimAlvarado OG 6-7 275 Fr 
6 DamonMays WR 5-10 168 Sr. | 40 MichaelJones FB 6-2 214 Sr. 72 George Hunt DT 6-3 261 Fr 
7 Kent Kiefer QB 6-1 201 Sr. | 41 Will Bass ER: 6-1 9230) “Ir; 73 Coby Cowl OT 6-4 265 So 
8 Leon Fisher FS 5-11 198 Sr. | 43 Tom Reiner LB 6-1 235 Jr. 74 R.McCullough OT 6-9 304 Jr 
9 Niu Sale FS 5-9 190 Ir. 45 Greg Dumas LB 6-1 222 Jr. 75 John O'Neil OT 6-6 245 Fr 
10 M.Waggoner CB 5-11 185 Fr. | 46 JimmyCollins FB 5-11 244 Sr 76 Don Wright OG 64 256 Ir 
11 KennethDunn WR 5-11 180 Fr. 47 M.Ringgenberg LB 6-4 232 So. | 78 RickTrumbull OT 6-6 293 Sr 
12 Jeff Handy QB 6-3 190 Fr. | 48 RyanMurtaugh LB 6-2 227 Fr. | 79 MikeBedosky OT 6-5 288 Fr 
13. Mark Ramstack QB 6-3 212 So. | 49 KentGardner LB 6-2 219 So. | 80 Detrick Wells WR 6-0 185 Fr 
14 Phil Johnson QB 6-5 208 Fr. | 50 Brad Funk Cc 6-3. 277 So. | 81 Kenny Holly WR 6-0 174 Fr 
15 C. Livingstone QB 6-5 233 Fr. 51 Arthur Trass DT 6-2 260 Jr. 82 David Frisch TE 6-6 240 So 
16 Brian Sallee QB/P/K 6-3 175 Fr. | 52 Cliff Turk DE 6-2 224 Fr. | 83 B.Chamberlain WR 6-2 226 So 
17 Chip Fields CB 5-9 214 Fr, 53 WesRobertson LB 6-0 217 So. | 84 Lemmie Wells TE 6-1 232 Ir 
18 S.Washington CB 6-0 205 Jr. 54 MarcusMartin LB 6-3 227 So. | 85 KennethHugginsWR 5-9 168 Fr 
19 Kyle Pooler K 6-0 175 Fr. 55 ChrisDrossos DE 6-2 238 Jr. 86 Larry Linthacum TE 6-7 247 Sr. 
20 Pat Ryan SS 6-1 196 So. | 56 Brad Bartlett DE 6-3 267 So. | 87 Matt Murray 6-5 220 Fr 
21 Harry Colon SS 6-0 198 Sr. 57 D.Hembrough C 6-1 260 So. | 88 JeroldFletcher LB 6-2 231 Sr 
22 Jason Oliver TB 5-11 169 Fr. 58 AndyTitone ~ LB 6-0 210 Sr. 89 Tim Bruton TE 6-4 247 Sr 
23 Maurice Benson CB 6-0 183 So. | 59 RickLyle DE 6-6 258 Fr. 90 CurtisRoberts DE 6-4 269 Jr. 
26 Ronnell Kayhill TB 5-9 185 So. | 60 JasonLouvier OT 6-4 280 Fr. | 91 Derrick Watkins DE 6-5 258 Jr 
27 Sean Moore 5-10 197 Sr. | 61 Chuck Cole LB 5-10 224 So. | 92 Stacy Elliott LB 6-4 227 So 
28 Jermaine WilkinsCB 6-3 199 So. | 62 Matt Pearce OG 62 244 Fr. 94 Jeff Harper DT 6-2 290 Sr 
29 Mike Jadlot FS 64 205 Fr. 63 Jon Watkins OG 63 263 So. | 95 TonyCooper LB 64 215 Jr 
30 Mark Plunkett P/K 6-1 204 Jr. 64 Chris Harrison OT 6-3 258 Fr. | 96 Jim Paluck LB 6-5 213 So 
32 MarkJackson TB 5-9 175 Fr. 65 Chris Russell DT 6-0 256 Sr. 97 MarioJohnson DT 6-5 314 Jr 
33 Reggie Tate FB 5-10 218 So. | 66 Bob Petrus OG 6-5 265 So. | 98 RafeParsons DT 6-5 280 Fr 
99 RobHarper~ DE 6-7 262 Sr 
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You asked for 


a computer thats real 
college material. 


We heard you. 


The ideal computer for college needs certain things. | December 31, 1990, you'll receive a TWA* Certificate 
Like a mouse, to make it easy to use. Preloaded entitling you to a round-trip ticket for $149**/$249.** 
software , that'll let you create impressive papers with Plus a free TWA Getaway” Student Discount Card 
graphics and spreadsheets. And great tools, like a application. You'll also get a great low price on the 
notepad, calendar and cardfile. It should also be PRODICY* service. 
expandable, so it can grow with your needs. The PS/2" is perfect for college because you 

The IBM Personal System/2" has all this at told us just what you needed. And no one knows what 
a special student price.* And if you buy before it takes to be real college material better than you. 
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September 16, 1991, through December 19, 1991. $249.00 round. trip for travel June 15, 1991, through September 15, 1991. Seats are limited. Fare is non-refundable. 14 day advance 
purchase, blackout dates and certain other restrictions apply. Complete details will be shown on certificate. Applicants for TWAs Getaway Student Discount Card must be full-time 
students between the ages of 16-26. SIBM, Personal System/2 and PS/2 are registered trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation. TWA is a registered service mark 
of Trans World Airlines, Inc. TWA Getaway is a registered trademark of Trans Worid Airlines, inc. PRODIGY js a registered service mark and trademark of Prodigy Services Company, a 
partnership of IBM and Sears. 
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